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5. THE BEGINNING OF ANGLO-FRENCH RIVALRY
IN NORTHERN SARKARS

The Nizam-ul-Mulk who founded the Hyderabad State in 1724, could
only divert his attention to Deccan in 1743. He visited the Camatic in 1743
and stayed there till 1744. During this period, he devoted much of his time
in restoring order in the Carnatic. Taking advantage of the presence of the
Nizam in the Camatic, the French and the English tried to win over the Nizam
to their side through their sympthisers in the court.

"The English and the French East India Companies on the Coroman-
del Coast tried to checkmate each other and secure power by allying
themselves with the native powers of South India."75 The commercial rivalry
had ultimately turned out to be a battle for supreme in power and influence
on the Coramandel.

The news that war broke out between Spain and England reached
Madras in June, 1740. The following year, France was also involved in the
war. Then, an expedition under La Bourdanais arrived in the East which had
been aimed at attacking the English, but it did not achieve anything except the
relief of Mahe from the attack of the native princes.76

Meanwhile, Dupleix succeeded Dumas as the French Governor in
India which eclipsed the English sun on the Coromandel during 1744-1754.

Dupleix made the best use of the war of the Austrian succession. In
1746, the French under La Bourdanais captured Madras. The subordinate
council at Fort St. David assumed the control of the English settlements in
the South. The English made futile attempts to get back Madras through the
intervention of Nizam-ul-Mulk. But, Nizam-ul-Mulk was preoccupied with
the Marathas. The English appealed toNasir Jung and the Nizam,77 to restore
Madras to them. Nizam-ul-Mulk gave a favourable reply to Commodore
Griffin and sent a mandate to Nawab Anvaruddin, the Nawab of Carnatic to
help the English.78 But, the Nizam died in 1748 before he could do anything.
Madras was, however, restored to the English only when the treaty of Aix-
la-Chapelle was signed in Europe.
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